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This is Brian

There has been a lot of local (Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington DC, & Richmond VA) Talent working in NYC over the Last year or so.

Here is a List of NYC Resources to help you get established if you want to work that market.

1st Some Tips

Our Local Area is a Freelance market. 99% of the Local Agents have Non-Exclusive Contracts. 
An Exclusive Contract here is mostly used to get paid for not doing any work -- Even if you already PAID the AGENT that did get you the work -- Simply because you signed a contract
saying you don't mind paying twice for the same job.

Things are Different in NYC. There are a Lot more Exclusive Contracts there and a lot of things you need to watch out for. 


Here agents take any job opportunity that comes along -- In NYC things can be more specialized. Agents have areas they specialize in and the wording of the contract should reflect that. 

If an Agent doesn't work on TV Commercials, Print, PSA's or Industrials --- You need a CLEAR EXCLUSION for that type of work in the contract---- It must be in writing.

You also want to be sure there is a Defined Territory in the Contract.


You don't want to find out later you owe them THOUSANDS of $$$$$$$$$ because your local work here in the Mid-Atlantic (or any possible LA work -- Unless they have an ACTIVE LA office) is covered under the exclusive you signed.

Resumes are different in NYC -- just as the Agents Are. If the Agent you are going after does mostly TV commercials – then that's what your resume should say.


Look at the work the Agent does then tailor your resume to that type of work -- Leave MAJOR roles in other venues but reduce the other categories as much as possible while leaving a statement that you also do the other types of work and would provide a resume for them if the agent wants.

The biggest problem locals have in working NYC is the cost of getting there and staying over. Many have found that it cost more to go there than they earned in the trip.

YOU NEED TO HAVE A PLAN BEFORE YOU GET THE JOB.

You need to work out how you are going to get to & from NYC

The cheapest way is the "China Buses". (check ivymedia.com) They are extremely inexpensive and I think they have stops in DC, Baltimore & Philadelphia. You need to have their schedule handy. Know where to catch them from home and where they let you off in NYC.

Most people from Baltimore & DC catch one around 1 -3 Am and sleep on the way to NYC then catch the first one home after the shoot wraps sleeping on the way home.

Others drive to NJ and catch the train into NYC -- This is only cost effective from
Philadelphia & NJ or if 3-4 of you carpool. Both options involve leaving your car someplace
and this might have a cost as well.

I would also try to connect with ANYONE (ex boyfriends, Girlfriends, College Roommates,
Family Members, Friends,, Co-workers Etc for a free place to crash.

A regular hotel will cost as much as you make but there are several places in the $50 - $80
per night range. These are mostly several people in the room—bath down the hall -- Places.

They are clean & cheap.

You have to know where they are, & their rules in advance.

Of course if several of you get together and apply for the same sets you might also be able to
share a room together.

A lot of people are finding good results by joining this paid website: WWW.nycasting.com

I usually do not recommend these types of sites but quite a few actors have said they
get plenty of paid Union & Non-union Background notices from it every week.

I have also heard that to get the high paying principal work – You need some other
NYC work on your Resume. They need to know that you are going to show up or they
will not book you. If you go for extra work -- you will show for the principal work.

In addition to www.nycasting.com 

Here are other sites that you might want to look into

Actors Access http://www.actorsaccess.com/

Players Directory http://www.playersdirectory.com/

NY casting  (with an “s”) www.nycastings.com 
Added information from Brian’s service:

Dear Brian,

My son Brandon …

As for staying in NYC, he has used the YMCA ($75.00 per night) and The Chelsea International Hostel ($34.00 per). He recently tried the Gershwin in old tin pan alley, and liked it very much ($40.00 per, hostel setting). But best of all, he has found that taking classes and working in NYC has allowed him to make several friends who offer a couch whenever he is in need. 

Brandon has particularly found TVI Actor's Studio classes to be good, as well as those at

Mitchell/Rudolph casting. TVI even has an out-of-town membership rate that has several benefits, but the one he primarily uses is their rehearsal room to practice in before an audition. A nice, quiet home-away-from-home for those last minute warm ups right in mid-town.

Of great importance to me is the fact that Brandon is only nineteen, and has been perfectly safe on his own using these particular services, hotels and classes. No scams with any of them.

I hope your readers will find these discoveries of ours helpful.

Best to all, Kathie…

Philip’s notes: 
Chelsea International Hostel is located at 251 W 20th St, New York, NY 10011 (212) 647-0010.

There is a Gershwin Hotel located at 7 E 27th St., New York, NY 10016, 212.545.8000 which is in Tin Pan Alley
The West Side YMCA is located at 5 West 63rd Street, New York, NY 10023, (212) 875-4100
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