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Models Guide: What is TFCD or Time for CD?

Basically the same as TFP (Trade for Pictures), but the model receives digital images instead of prints. 

Increasingly popular for a number of reasons.

Aspiring models often believe that it is really attractive to receive a large number of images immediately after the shoot. Think again! Only the very inexperienced or the extremely naïve assume that it is a seductive proposal by default. In a portfolio, you want quality, not quantity.

There are some pitfalls that you want to watch out for:

It is not in your interest to receive a copy of every photograph taken. The photographer should take the time to edit the photos and only give you a selection of the best. You do not have the expertise to select the right images from a large collection.

Digital or print, a good photograph requires work after it has been taken. If you are presented with a CD immediately after the shoot, the photographer has not had the time to do any post-production work on the images.

No self-respecting photographer wants to release photos that are anything but perfect. From a large number of photographs taken during a shoot, only a few will meet the demanding criteria a photographer should impose on himself (or herself). Many photos from a shoot are just not good enough for a variety of reasons. If you are offered a copy of everything, you are working with a photographer who does not take pride in his or her work. Not a good idea!
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